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Course Introduction / Overview:

International trade is a complex landscape, and understanding the Harmonized System (HS) is a
critical skill for anyone involved in the movement of goods across borders. This comprehensive
training course provides a deep dive into the world of HS codes, offering participants the knowledge
and practical skills needed for accurate classification and regulatory compliance. Accurate HS code
classification is more than a technicality, it is the foundation of efficient customs clearance, correct
duty and tax application, and adherence to international trade agreements. Without this skill,
businesses face the risk of costly delays, fines, and even goods being seized. This program is
designed to demystify the classification process, giving participants a clear understanding of the
General Interpretive Rules (GIRs) and how to apply them effectively to a wide range of products,
from raw materials to complex machinery. Drawing on principles from leading experts like Thomas
H. Klitgaard, who co-authored "Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States: 2024," and insights
from global trade compliance, this course provides a robust framework. BIG BEN Training Center has
designed this curriculum to be highly practical, with real-world examples and case studies that
highlight the challenges and solutions in global trade. It is an essential investment for companies
and individuals seeking to streamline their import and export operations, reduce risk, and ensure

they are compliant with a continually changing global trade environment.

Target Audience / This training course is suitable for:

Customs brokers and freight forwarders.

Import and export managers.

Logistics and supply chain professionals.

Trade compliance officers and specialists.

Financial and accounting professionals involved in customs duties.

Purchasing managers and procurement specialists.

Legal and regulatory affairs personnel.

Anyone responsible for cross-border transactions and documentation.

Target Sectors and Industries:
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Automotive and aerospace.

Government agencies and equivalents.

Oil and gas.

Logistics and transportation.

Target Organizations Departments:

Supply Chain Management.

Logistics and Shipping.

Import and Export Operations.

Compliance and Legal Affairs.

Finance and Accounting.

Procurement and Purchasing.

e Customer Service.

Course Offerings:
By the end of this course, the participants will have able to:

e Master the Harmonized System structure and its application.

Accurately classify goods using the General Interpretive Rules.

Identify and apply correct HS codes for customs valuation and duty calculation.

Understand the impact of HS codes on trade agreements and preferential tariffs.

Navigate and use official customs and trade databases effectively.

Mitigate risks associated with misclassification, including fines and delays.

Ensure compliance with international trade regulations and standards.

Course Methodology:

This training course is delivered using a dynamic and interactive methodology designed to ensure
participants not only absorb complex information, but also develop the practical skills needed for

accurate HS code classification. Our approach goes beyond traditional lectures and incorporates a
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puzzles togethe
exercises, ensuring that concepts are fu y od. The éourse includes an interactive Q&A
format, where participants can address their specific challenges and gain personalized insights from
the instructor. This methodology ensures that participants leave with a clear understanding of
customs valuation, trade agreements, and the practical application of HS codes in a professional
setting. The goal is for every participant to feel confident and skilled in managing their organization's

customs compliance and international trade obligations.

Course Agenda (Course Units):

Unit One: Foundations of the Harmonized System.

History and purpose of the Harmonized System (HS).

Structure of the HS, including Sections, Chapters, and Headings.

Understanding General Interpretive Rules (GIRs) 1 through 6.

Introduction to customs valuation and its relation to HS codes.

Overview of the World Customs Organization (WCO) and its role.

Practical exercises on applying GIRs to simple products.

Navigating official customs websites and tariff schedules.

Unit Two: Classification of Goods.

Step-by-step methodology for product classification.

Classifying products by material and component.

Classification of machinery, parts, and accessories.

Rules for classifying sets and composite goods.

Special provisions for specific products (textiles, chemicals, food).

Case studies on complex product classification.

Using Explanatory Notes and rulings for accurate determination.

Unit Three: HS Codes and International Trade.
e How HS codes impact customs duties and taxes.

e Understanding preferential trade agreements (FTAs) and their link to HS codes.
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e Mitigating risks of misclassification;

Unit Four: Advanced Classification and Compliance.

e Advanced topics in customs valuation.

Disputes and appeals procedures for HS code determinations.

Introduction to the Binding Rulings system.

Compliance programs and internal audits for HS code accuracy.

Software and technology for automated classification.

Practical application of customs compliance strategies.

Ethical considerations in international trade.

Unit Five: Practical Application and Future Trends.

Live case study workshop and group projects.

Developing a company-specific classification policy.

Interactive Q&A session with the instructor.

Review of key concepts and skill assessment.

Future trends in international trade, including digitalization and blockchain.

Something to think about:
What unique qualities does this course offer compared to other courses?

FAQ:
Qualifications required for registering to this course?

There are no requirements.

How long is each daily session, and what is the total number of training hours for the
course?

This training course spans five days, with daily sessions ranging between 4 to 5 hours, including

breaks and interactive activities, bringing the total duration to 20 - 25 training hours.

Something to think about:
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mastering the
Harmonized System. While other prog-rams n the _t'o-pic, we provide a deep dive into the
specific rules and methodologies, ensuring participants can apply their knowledge immediately. The
curriculum moves beyond a basic overview, incorporating real-world case studies from various
industries to illustrate the nuances of customs valuation and complex product classification. Our
methodology is built on a foundation of interactive sessions, group exercises, and immediate
feedback, allowing for a truly immersive learning experience. Participants will not just memorize
rules, they will develop the problem-solving skills needed to navigate the challenges of international
trade, including avoiding misclassification and mitigating associated risks. The course covers the
impact of HS codes on trade agreements and compliance, providing a holistic view that is essential
for trade professionals. We believe that true mastery comes from practice, and this course is
designed to provide that experience, giving participants the confidence to handle real-world
scenarios, make informed decisions, and ensure their organization's customs compliance. The

insights from leading academic authors are integrated to provide a solid theoretical foundation,

which is then reinforced through practical application.
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